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That is why | was proud to cosponsor and
help shepherd to passage H.R. 1344, the
Helping Heroes Fly Act, that was signed into
law in 2013 and which facilitates expedited
passenger screening at airports for service
members who are severely injured or dis-
abled, along with their families.

It is why | also authored the “Helping to En-
courage Real Opportunity for Veterans
Transitioning from Battlespace to Workplace
Act of 2015,” or HEROS Act, legislation which
provides strong incentives for employers to
hire, retain, and employ veterans in positions
that take maximum advantage of their skills
and experience.

Madam Speaker, let us remember and keep
in our hearts the brave men and women who
gave the last full measure of devotion to their
country while serving in Iraq and Afghanistan
or some other foreign theater of conflict.

God bless them and all who served.

And may God bless the United States.

———

LAW  ENFORCEMENT  TRAINING
FOR MENTAL HEALTH CRISIS
RESPONSE ACT OF 2021

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 28, 2021

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, | rise to in-
troduce the “Law Enforcement Training for
Mental Health Crisis Response Act of 2021.”
This bipartisan and bicameral legislation has
broad support from a cross section of mem-
bers on both sides of the aisle. The bill would
authorize a grant program to law enforcement
departments and corrections officers at the
state, local territorial and tribal level to obtain
vital behavioral health crisis response training
to more safely and effectively resolve behav-
ioral health crisis situations. Funding for this
training would be authorized under the Byrne
JAG program funding.

| would like to thank Congressman ANTHONY
GONZALEZ for his partnership and collaboration
on today’s legislation. | would also like to
thank both Senator SHERROD BROWN and Sen-
ator JAMES INHOFE who introduced this bill as
companion legislation in the Senate earlier this
week.

The Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assist-
ance Grant (Byrne JAG) program, adminis-
tered by the Bureau of Justice Assistance,
supplies grants to local law enforcement enti-
ties for public safety initiatives. Grants author-
ized under this bill will be managed through
Byrne JAG Prevention and Education pro-
gramming.

Law enforcement officers are often the fist
responders to behavioral health crises. And
correctional officers must deal with difficult and
fast changing mental health situations, which if
not handled appropriately, put the life and
safety of inmates and officers at risk.

One in every 10 calls for police response in-
volve a person suffering from a mental illness;
1 in every 4 people killed by police suffer from
a mental health problem; 1 in 3 people trans-
ported to a hospital emergency room for psy-
chiatric reasons are taken by the police. When
responding to calls, law enforcement officers
need to be prepared to respond to all possible
scenarios and, with increasing frequency,
we're seeing that involve behavioral health cri-
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ses. By improving training for these types of
responses, we can better keep our officers
safe, ensure individuals in crisis are treated
with dignity, and improve trust amongst af-
fected communities.

Our nation owes a deep debt of gratitude to
the men and women managing these situa-
tions, and this bill takes an important step to
provide resources to help better manage men-
tal health crisis situations involving police and
corrections officers. Today’s legislation is sup-
ported by both the Fraternal Order of Police
and the National Tactical Officers Association.

GWEN EFRRMEYER (INGLIS)
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 28, 2021

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Gwen Efrrmeyer (Inglis) of
Colorado who was tragically killed while riding
her bike on May 16, 2021.

Gwen was born on October 12, 1974. In
high school, she was very active in sports and
went on to play basketball and was an All-
American high jumper at Calvin College in
Grand Rapids, Michigan. There she also re-
ceived her degree in accounting. Gwen
worked as Manager of Government Account
Compliance at Brown and Caldwell for 14
years.

In 2004, she discovered her love of cycling
and began racing. This love of bikes led her
to meet her husband, Mike. They were mar-
ried in 2008. Gwen held numerous national
and state champion titles.

Gwen was a devoted wife and loving aunt
and sister. She will be remembered for her
contribution and impact on the local cycling
community and as a great Coloradan.

IN SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF LEIA
McINTOSH ON HER OFFER OF
APPOINTMENT TO ATTEND THE

UNITED  STATES  MILITARY
ACADEMY
HON. ROBERT E. LATTA
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, May 28, 2021

Mr. LATTA. Madam Speaker, it is my great
pleasure to pay special tribute to an out-
standing student from Ohio’s Fifth Congres-
sional District. | am pleased to announce that
Leia Mclntosh of Toledo, Ohio, has been of-
fered an appointment to the United States Mili-
tary Academy in West Point, New York.

Leia’s offer of appointment permits her to at-
tend the United States Military Academy this
fall with the incoming Class of 2025. Attending
one of our nation’s military academies not only
offers the opportunity to serve our country, but
also guarantees a world-class education while
undertaking one of the most challenging and
rewarding experiences of their lives.

Leia brings a tremendous amount of leader-
ship, service, and dedication to the incoming
Class of 2025. While attending Whitmer High
School in Toledo, Ohio, Leia participated in
Spanish Club, was an elementary school
cheer coach, and a member of National Honor
Society.
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Throughout high school, Leia was involved
with tennis, cheer, and track and field, achiev-
ing her varsity letter in tennis and cheer. | am
confident that Leia will carry the lessons of her
student and athletic leadership to the Military
Academy.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in congratulating Leia Mcintosh on her
offer of appointment to the United States Mili-
tary Academy. Our service academies offer
the finest military training and education avail-
able. | am positive that Leia will excel during
her career at the Military Academy, and | ask
my colleagues to join me in extending their
best wishes to her as she begins her service
to our nation.

—————

INTRODUCTION OF THE VISION
ZERO ACT OF 2021

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 28, 2021

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, today
| introduced the Vision Zero Act of 2021. This
legislation passed the House last session in
Section 1601 of the Moving Forward Act (H.R.
2, 116th Cong.) and would make the develop-
ment and implementation of Vision Zero plans
eligible for federal funding through the Surface
Transportation Block Grant program and the
Highway Safety Improvement Program.

Traffic fatalities in the United States claimed
more than 36,000 lives in 2019, equivalent to
one death every 14 minutes. Traffic fatalities
are especially common for the most vulnerable
road users: pedestrians, cyclists, older Ameri-
cans, and children. Pedestrian and cyclist
deaths also make up a disproportionate and
growing share of traffic fatalities. In the past
decade, annual fatalities for motor vehicles
have stayed largely stagnant while pedestrian
and cyclist deaths have increased by 52 per-
cent and 36 percent, respectively. We need a
new approach. These are our friends, family,
neighbors, and colleagues. The only accept-
able number of traffic fatalities is zero.

The goal of Vision Zero is the elimination of
all transportation-related fatalities and serious
injuries. In more than 40 urban, rural, and sub-
urban communities across the country, resi-
dents, activists, and elected officials have
come together to adopt and implement Vision
Zero plans. These plans improve safety for
pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users, motorists,
and vehicle passengers. Vision Zero is an in-
novative, multifaceted approach to improve
transportation safety by using data, new part-
nerships, safe planning, and community-fo-
cused solutions to achieve zero traffic fatali-
ties.

While communities are integrating their Vi-
sion Zero plans into transportation policy, the
federal government has not supported the de-
sign or implementation of Vision Zero plans.
The Vision Zero Act of 2021 integrates Vision
Zero into federal transportation policy to
prioritize safety, equity, and proper planning.

Enacting the Vision Zero Act of 2021 will
help communities of all sizes develop and im-
plement innovative, effective methods to make
our streets safer for everyone. | look forward
to working with my colleagues in the House
and Senate to enact this legislation into law as
part of a surface transportation reauthorization
bill.
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THANKING DOUG MATTSON FOR
HIS SERVICE ON THE UNITED
AIRLINES MASTER EXECUTIVE
COUNCIL LEGISLATIVE COM-
MITTEE

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 28, 2021

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to recognize and thank Doug
Mattson for his work on the United Airlines
Master Executive Council Legislative Com-
mittee.

A Washington native, Doug went on to
serve honorably in the United States Air
Force. During his time in service, Doug
Mattson flew T-37s, T-43s, and C-40Bs and
went on to finish his time in the military as a
Captain.

After his service to our country, Doug
couldn’t keep his feet on the ground and be-
came a pilot for United Airlines flying Boeing
787s. For the last eight years, he served on
the Executive Council Legislative Committee
where he worked to protect and promote the
careers of pilots, concentrating on safety, pay,
working conditions, benefits, and job security.
He played a key role in preparing the next
generation of pilot advocates to lead on these
key issues.

Doug provided a steady hand over his eight
years and is an Air Line Pilots Association
member his colleagues came to depend on.
His ability to mentor pilots of varying political
persuasions is a testament to his commitment
to ensuring that the Executive Council Legisla-
tive Committee fulfilled its duty to ensure that
pilots voices are heard on Capitol Hill. No mat-
ter the day or flight, he always had a smile on
his face.

Even though Doug has been busy dividing
time between flying and advocating for pilots
nationwide, he is a family man and enjoys
spending time with his lovely wife Sharon, and
their two sons Eric and Cameron.

Madam Speaker, it is my pleasure to thank
Doug Mattson for the time he spent advo-
cating for his fellow pilots on the United Air-
lines Master Executive Council Legislative
Committee.

——————

HONORING AZERBAIJAN ON ITS
103RD REPUBLIC DAY

HON. STEVE CHABOT

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 28, 2021

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, as Co-Chair
of the Congressional Azerbaijan Caucus, | rise
today to recognize Azerbaijan on the occasion
of its 103rd Republic Day.

Azerbaijan has a proud history as an inde-
pendent country, beginning in 1918. With its
independence, Azerbaijan became the very
first secular parliamentary democracy in the
Muslim world. Azerbaijan was also among the
first states to grant women the right to vote.
Azerbaijan’s commitment to these values
shows the world that they are truly universal,
and that self-government and the respect for
individual rights is not inimical to Islamic tradi-
tions. Unfortunately, Azerbaijan’s independ-
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ence was soon snuffed out by the totalitarian
USSR, which sought to spread values much
different to those espoused by the fledgling
Azerbaijan Democratic Republic.

After the fall of the Soviet Union, Azerbaijan
regained its independence. 2021 is particularly
notable in this regard as it marks the thirtieth
anniversary of this event.

Today, Azerbaijan remains a close partner
to the United States and our allies. Through-
out the United States’ and NATO’s long de-
ployment to Afghanistan, Azerbaijan has been
integral in ensuring stable lines of communica-
tion to the country and has partnered with us
in the wider war on terror. Additionally, | find
it significant and praiseworthy that as a Mus-
lim country, Azerbaijan maintains strong rela-
tions with the Jewish community and with our
ally Israel, and has done so for some time. Fi-
nally, Azerbaijan is a key energy provider for
Europe, helping our allies there diversify their
energy supply away from Vladimir Putin’s Rus-
sia. And Azerbaijan’s importance as an energy
provider will only grow as a result of the open-
ing of the Southern Gas Corridor last Decem-
ber.

Keeping in mind our relationship with Azer-
baijan and its commitment to this partnership,
| would encourage my colleagues to join me
today in honoring Azerbaijan on its Republic
Day.

STEVEN CHOTIN
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 28, 2021

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Steven Chotin of Denver,
Colorado who passed away on May 15, 2021.

Steven was born in St. Louis, Missouri to
Miriam and Alfred Chotin. He was the only son
and middle child of two sisters. He graduated
from Ladue High School and attended the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma for a brief time. He
moved to Denver, Colorado in 1973 to reorga-
nize a company that was owned by a family
friend. Shortly after he moved, he met his
wife, Robin Cohen, and they were married at
Beth Joseph Congregation in 1974. Prior to
founding his own company, Steven worked for
MDC Holdings where he played a primary role
in developing their mortgage banking busi-
ness.

In 1984, Steven founded The Chotin Group
Corporation. Since inception, the firm success-
fully invested in structured financial products
and real estate opportunities where he was in-
strumental in creating mortgage-backed secu-
rities. Throughout his career, Steven was a
strong supporter of social and political causes
in the Denver Jewish community, throughout
the country, and Israel and the diaspora.

In addition to his family office, most recently,
Steven and Robin established The Chotin
Foundation which is dedicated to improving
and enriching the lives of individuals, children,
and families with particular interest in Jewish
causes as well as secular charitable initiatives
in the areas of arts and culture, education,
and health and wellness. In addition, he had
a genuine interest in local, state, and national
politics.

Steven was a devoted husband and loving
father and grandfather. Steven and Robin
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raised five children and enjoyed time with their
grandchildren—Jaxon, Caden, Coco, Harper,
Crew, Cole and Parker. | am deeply grateful
for his lifetime of service to our community.

IN SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF
JOHN SHAFFER ON HIS OFFER
OF APPOINTMENT TO ATTEND
THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
ACADEMY

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 28, 2021

Mr. LATTA. Madam Speaker, it is my great
pleasure to pay special tribute to an out-
standing student from Ohio’s Fifth Congres-
sional District. | am pleased to announce that
John Shaffer of Maumee, Ohio, has been of-
fered an appointment to the United States Air
Force Academy in Colorado Springs, Colo-
rado.

John's offer of appointment permits him to
attend the United States Air Force Academy
this fall with the incoming Class of 2025, At-
tending one of our nation’s military academies
not only offers the opportunity to serve our
country, but also guarantees a world-class
education while undertaking one of the most
challenging and rewarding experiences of their
lives.

John brings a tremendous amount of leader-
ship, service, and dedication to the incoming
Class of 2025. While attending Perrysburg
High School in Perrysburg, Ohio, John partici-
pated in lacrosse, for which he earned his var-
sity letter. He also coached and refereed
youth lacrosse.

After graduating Perrysburg High School in
2017, John attended Embry Riddle Aero-
nautical University in Daytona Beach, Florida
and majored in aeronautical engineering. He
then went on to attend the United States Air
Force Academy Preparatory School in Colo-
rado.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in congratulating John Shaffer on his offer
of appointment to the United States Air Force
Academy. Our service academies offer the fin-
est military training and education available. |
am positive that John will excel during his ca-
reer at the Air Force Academy, and | ask my
colleagues to join me in extending their best
wishes to him as he begins his service to our
nation.

———

RECOGNIZING AMERICAN HEROES
ON MEMORIAL DAY

HON. KEN BUCK

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 28, 2021

Mr. BUCK. Madam Speaker, | am honored
to rise today in recognition of Memorial Day
and in support of the countless men and
women who have sacrificed their lives for the
security and freedoms we enjoy in our repub-
lic.

Outside the United States Special Forces
Training Center, there is a quote from John
Stuart Mill that reads, “War is an ugly thing,
but not the ugliest of things. The decayed and
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